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Abstract: 

Cases of student’s unrest are on the rise despite the spirited effort by the education 

stakeholders to curtail them. They have recently taken a violent dimension, leading 

damage of property and even loss of life during fires in school. This is an indicator of a 

relationship gone sour right from orientation, where the learners neither connect nor 

associate themselves with the school community, facilities and the programmes offered. 

The researchers used critical analysis research methodology to critically analyse the 

impact of secondary schools orientation programmes dynamics on the student’s school 

connectedness in secondary schools in Kenya. Using this method, the researchers 

assessed the various orientation programmes dynamics and how they impact on the 

students’ school connectedness against the backdrop of the induction programmes 

currently undertaken in secondary schools. The study found out that the orientation 

programmes offered in secondary schools exclude key stake holders, facilities and 

educational programmes. They also lack support mechanisms to sustain the momentum 

of the orientation week. Further, they run in the same way over time and hardly involve 

any feedback or evaluation processes. The study concluded that secondary schools 

recognise the importance and carry out a form of orientation for new students. These 

induction programmes achieve the intended short term goals but lack sustainability. 

Among the recommendations made is that school administrations should have 
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orientation programmes which include parents and school community, allow feedback 

and equate the process. The ministry of education should also do budgetary allocations 

that would cater for orientation programmes and capacity building in schools. This 

would facilitate funding of more comprehensive and sustainable orientation 

programmes, which would in turn raise the level of school connectedness. 
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